
Memorial Day means taking a moment to remember those men and women who gave their lives protecting 

our great nation. For those of us in emergency management, it also means we are in the home stretch for the 

start of hurricane season which began June 1st. 

A pattern of severe weather continues to impact Louisiana and much of the country. Even when the storms 

do not hit Louisiana, river flooding eventually make its way across our borders forcing us to take action. 

Weather experts say this has been the wettest year on record for the Lower Mississippi River Valley. On May 

21st, Baton Rouge experienced its longest duration flood event, surpassing the 135 days in the 1927 

flood.  The Bonnet Carre Spillway has opened twice this year. Final preparations are being made to open the 

Morganza Spillway for the first time since 2011. Statewide, nearly 30 parishes have declared a state of emergency due to river 

issues. Governor Edwards has requested federal assistance to help us deal with the growing flood fight costs. We will continue 

working with our local, state and federal partners to get us through this event, which will likely extend well into the summer. 

Thank you for those of you who attended this year’s GOHSEP awards ceremony. Congratulations to all the award recipients. As 

you heard during the ceremony, we have a lot to be proud of. We have to continue those efforts to help us recover from recent 

events, respond to the current flood fight and prepare for the 2019 hurricane season. 

Lake Charles - The 2019 Louisiana Emergency Management Con-

ference (LEMC) was held May 13-16, 2019 in Lake Charles Louisi-

ana. This years event included a slate of notable speakers including 

Governor John Bel Edwards, Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser, Director 

Ken Graham of the National Hurricane Center, Lt. Carlos Hank of 

the Las Vegas Metro Police Department, FEMA Region 6 Adminis-

trator Tony Robinson, GOHSEP Director James Waskom and a host 

of others.  
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FEMA Region 6 Administrator, Tony Robinson. LT Carlos Hank, Las Vegas Metro PD.  GOHSEP’s  conference booth. 

Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards speaks at the conference.  

 

Louisiana native LT Carlos Hank with the Las Vegas Metropoli-

tan Police Department provided a moving presentation on the 

lessons learned after the concert shooting near the Vegas strip.   

LT Hank explained, in detail, the tremendous challenges law 

enforcement and emergency managers faced during the mass 

casualty event.  



GOHSEP held its 2019 Awards Ceremony on May 22, 2019, to recognize those 

employees who have demonstrated exceptional performance or made significant 

contributions to GOHSEP and the State of Louisiana over the past year.  

GOHSEP employees continue to set the bar high in emergency management when 

helping the people of Louisiana prepare for, prevent, respond to, recover from and miti-

gate against all emergencies and disasters. That support does not stop at our state 

borders. During the past year, GOHSEP coordinated support and filled missions in 

seven different states along with Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands through the Emer-

gency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC). Here in Louisiana, we have faced 

round after round of severe weather in recent weeks. Some of the threats resulted in 

minimal damage. Others, like the tornado outbreak in Ruston and the ongoing river 

flooding, mean our GOHSEP team must spring into action to assist our local parishes 

in their time of need. 
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2019 GOHSEP Awards Ceremony 

Emergency Service Recognition Award 

 Andy Venuto, OTS 

 EMAC Finance Team 

 Beverly Joseph 

 Angella Sanders 

 Diane Ayers 

 Erica Thigpen 
  
  

  

 EMAC Deployed Team 

 Joe Costello 

 Amy Dawson 

 Nathan Gary 

 Jaron Herd 

 Unmesh Kirtikar 

 Cher Moore 

 Meg Owen 

 Clayton Revere 

 Carla Richard 

 Jim Richard 

 Mike Steele 

 Tara Walker 

 LaKeivea Warren 

Director’s Award   

 Individual Assistance Team 

 Kimberly Poorbaugh 

 Catesha Williams-Smith 

 

Professional Excellence Award 

 Pierre Conrad 

 Toni Rochelle 

 Collins Simoneaux 

 Mike Steele 

 Lisa Tucker 

 Hazard Mitigation Planning Team 

 Steven Garcia 

 Marion Pearson 

 Glenda Aceves 

 Brenda Aguillard 

 Danielle Barnes 

 Teresa Basco 

 Cameron Bass 

 Byron Brooks 

 Tramaine Childs 

 Alisha Coates 

 Christina Dayries 

 Khris Douglas 

 Heather Ewing 

 Eula Ghoram 

 Darren Guidry 

 Christopher Guilbeaux 

 Mark Heindenthal 

 Amy Maglone 

 Justin Montague 

 Honey Morris 

 Lindsey Nizzo 

 Elton Noland 

 Dexter Ransom 

 Deborah Rhines 

 Desmond Rideau 

 Dinah Riggs 

 Casey Tingle 

 Latasha Williams 

 Becky Arnold 

 Lauren Benoit 

 Byron Brooks 

 Crystal Church 

 Keith Dennis 

 Tinivia Dillon 

 Rob Eveland 

 Ashley Wilson Griffin 

 Michael Hamilton 

 Lee John III 

 Ami Clouatre-Johnson 

 Tiffany Johnson 

 Christy Ogden 

 Pavan Parvatha, OTS 

 Troy Perez 

 Dexter Ransom 

 Pamela Roussel 

 Maurice Sonnier 

 Tiffany Thomas 

 Karen Washington 

 LSU Team 

 Carol Friedland, PhD 

 Robert Rohli, PhD 

 Rubayet Bin Mostafiz 

 UNO CHART Team 

 Monica Farris, PhD 

 Tara Lambeth, PhD 

 Jeff Reinholt 

Outstanding Performance Recognition Award 

Years of Service Awards: 10 Years 

Years of Service Awards: 15 Years 

 Kevin Breaux 
  

  

Years of Service Awards: 20 Years 

 Cheri Scott 
  

  

Years of Service Awards: 25 Years 

 James Ballow 
  

  

GOHSEP’s Mike Steele MCs the ceremony. 

 



GOHSEP 2019 Awards Ceremony  
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Years of Service Awards: 10 Years. 

Kimberly Poorbaugh, Catesha Williams-Smith. Toni Rochelle. Lisa Tucker. 

Mike Steele. Steven Garcia, Marion Pearson. 

Emergency Service Recognition Awards - EMAC Deployed Team.  Diane Ayers, Erica Thigpen. 

 Tiffany Johnson and her daughter Taryn  Andy Venuto.  Pierre Conrad. 

 Maurice Sonnier.  Dexter Ransom.  Rubayet Bin Mostafiz, Robert Rohli, Carol Friedland (LSU Team). 



GOHSEP 2019 Awards Ceremony  
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Rob Eveland. Michael Hamilton. Keith Dennis. 

Ami Clouatre-Johnson. Tinivia Dillon. Byron Brooks. 

Lori Steele accepting award for Troy Perez. Karen Washington. Crystal Church. 

Becky Arnold. Lauren Benoit. Cheri Scott. 

Kevin Breaux. 

For additional information regarding the photos, contact:  

Steven Burr at steve.burr@la.gov.  

Congratulations to all of this 

year’s outstanding Award  

Recipients, keep up the great 

work! 

mailto:Austin%20Dixon


ment program for the protection of public health and safety and 

protection of property in cooperation with partners on the local, 

regional, state and national levels. 

The mission of St. Charles Parish government is to provide high 

quality, efficient services to sustain and enhance the quality of 

life for all residents of St. Charles Parish. 

For more information on parish activities, visit 

www.stcharlesparish-la.gov, www.facebook.com/stcharlesgov or 

www.twitter.com/stcharlesgov. Residents may sign up to receive 

e-newsletters on desired parish-related topics by visiting 

www.stcharlesparish-la.gov/enews and emergency texts, e-

mails and phone calls at www.scpemergencyalerts.com.  

SOUTH KOREAN INSTITUTE FOR 

CHEMICAL SAFETY SEEKS HELP 

FROM EOC 

On April 4th, the St. Charles Parish De-

partment of Homeland Security and Emer-

gency Preparedness (EOC) welcomed a 

delegation from the South Korean Nation-

al Institute of Chemical Safety (NICS) to 

the emergency operations center in Hahn-

ville for a tour and presentation on how 

the parish’s local government prepares for 

and manages emergency situations.  

“It was such a pleasure to host the South 

Korean Delegation and share our philoso-

phy on emergency management,” said 

Emergency Preparedness Director Joe 

Ganote. “We often work closely with other 

jurisdictions here in the United States in 

an effort to share experiences and learn 

various skills, procedures and techniques. 

But to have an international organization 

at your disposal doesn’t happen very of-

ten. So, we a very grateful to have this 

opportunity.”  

The NICS learned about the EOC’s chem-

ical safety plans and procedures seeking 

counsel from federal delegation. After visiting the parish’s 

website and reading the All Hazard’s Guide, the organization 

requested a meeting and tour of the facility in order to better 

understand how South Korea can respond to emergencies on 

a local level.  

“It was much more than we expected. We were very im-

pressed with the emergency preparedness operation in St. 

Charles Parish,” said Seungho Jung, Associate Professor of 

the 

 Department of Environmental & Safety Engineering of Ajou 

University. “We plan to keep in touch and to introduce what 

we learned to other South Korean officials.” 

The EOC staff also explained the nature and the importance 

of its relationships with surrounding government and emer-

gency-response agencies, local industry as well as the school 

system in order to efficiently activate and respond to a variety 

of emergency situations. 

“Having an international delegation compare the work they are 

doing with ours and then seek our help to improve their cur-

rent system speaks volumes to our level of preparedness on a 

local, state, federal and international level,” said Parish Presi-

dent Larry Cochran. “To say I am proud not only of the EOC’s 

accomplishments, but also this recognition is an understate-

ment.” 

The mission of the parish’s emergency preparedness depart-

ment is to administer a comprehensive emergency manage-
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Parish Profile - St. Charles  

OHSEP Director  

Joe Ganote  

(985) 783-5050  

www.stcharlesparish-la.gov/departments/

emergency-preparedness 

 

Parish officials and members of the South Korean National Institute of Chemical Safety before beginning the 
tour of the EOC in Hahnville. 

  Founded: 1807 

 Named For: Saint Charles  

 Largest City: Luling  

 Total Area: 411 square miles  

 Population (2015): 52,812  

 

http://www.stcharlesparish-la.gov
http://www.facebook.com/stcharlesgov
http://www.stcharlesparish-la.gov/enews
http://www.scpemergencyalerts.com.
http://www.stcharlesparish-la.gov/departments/emergency-preparedness
http://www.stcharlesparish-la.gov/departments/emergency-preparedness


This year’s WebEOC user 

conference, Juvare Exchange 

2019, took place at the 

InterContinental Hotel in New 

Orleans. Nine emergency 

managers from five agencies 

represented Louisiana at the 

state and parish levels. 

Conference topics included 

new updates to WebEOC, GIS 

and mapping integrations, case 

studies, and the announcement of a new WebEOC mobile app. GOHSEP accepted an award on behalf of the Louisiana 

WebEOC Network for the best client-led user group. Austin Dixon was elected to the WebEOC User Advisory Board and 

presented on improving board usability during the Share-a-Thon general session. 

GOHSEP started the conference week by hosting staff from the Andhra Pradesh State Disaster Management Authority 

(APSDMA) in India, as well as their partners from Atlas Telecom and Juvare. GOHSEP provided a tour of the State EOC and 

facilitated discussions on WebEOC use and incident management. APSDMA is moving toward being a more disaster-resilient 

state and now has the first WebEOC implementation in India. The area was heavily impacted by the 2004 Indian Ocean 

earthquake and was a part of the initial impact zone. Andhra Pradesh has been affected by more than 60 cyclones in the last 

century. 

For additional information, contact Austin Dixon at austin.dixon@la.gov.  

 

The GOHSEP Focus | May 2019 6 

cusses the recent string of severe weather impacting 

Louisiana and much of the South. 

Plus, are you protecting your financial documents from 

hurricanes and other severe weather events. The Louisi-

ana Department of Revenue will explain how to keep 

that information safe. 

Check out the latest episode of The 

GOHSEP Get A Game Plan Podcast! 

It’s time to finalize your emergency 

plans for the start of hurricane sea-

son. The 2019 Atlantic season began 

June 1st. 

The Weather Channel’s Jim Cantore, 

one of the most recognized weather 

experts in the world, joins us for this 

episode. He explains how the network 

approaches hurricane season and dis-

The Latest GOHSEP Get A Game Plan Podcast is Available 

 

Jim Cantore 

Find a link at GetAGamePlan.org or 

download and subscribe to the podcast 

from Spotify or any other major podcast 

store. or many other podcast stores. 

GOHSEP Awarded At 2019 WebEOC Conference  

Best Client-Led User Group award. 

Touring GOHSEP with our visitors from India. GOHSEP’s Austin Dixon’s conference presentation. 

Tangipahoa Parish’s John Dunnington, Dawson Primes, Vicki Travis, and GOHSEP’s Melton Gaspard and Austin Dixon.  

mailto:Austin%20Dixon
http://www.getagameplan.org
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Request For Articles 
If you would like to include an article in future issues of The 
GOHSEP Focus, please contact:  Your designated Agency  
Representative or  

Follow GOHSEP’s Social Media…. 

   Websites:   gohsep.la.gov or getagameplan.org 

   Facebook:  gohsep 

   Twitter:      @gohsep 

   YouTube:    www.youtube.com/user/gohsep 

Amy Dawson (Emergency Management) 05/01 

Crystal Ogden (Hazard Mitigation Closeout)  05/01 

Hale Adler (Public Assistance Grants) 05/02 

Eula Ghoram (Hazard Mitigation Tech. Services)  05/03 

Danielle Barnes (Public Assistance SALs) 05/04 

D’Andrei Johnson (Recovery Grants Administration) 05/10 

Elton Nolan (Public Assistance SALs) 05/12 

Dwayne Manogin (Public Assistance Grants) 05/13 

Shawanda Hayes (Hazard Mitigation SALs)  05/13 

Beverly James (Grants & Admin. Management)  05/17 

Tina Emerson (Public Assistance Closeout) 05/19 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 

Chalonda Thomas (Public Assistance Grants)  05/21 

Justin Montague (Public Assistance Closeout) 05/23 

Tiniva Dillon ((Public Assistance Closeout)      05/25 

Renetta Varnado (Public Assistance Grants)      05/25 

Sandra Harris (Facility Management)      05/25 

Collins Simoneaux (Regional Coordination)       05/26 

David Dancer (Hazard Mitigation Management)       05/27 

LeKeesha Dixon (Sub-recipient Monitoring)       05/27 

Rachel Breaux (Emergency Management)      05/28 

Phyllis Potlongo (Public Assistance Closeout)      05/30 

 

 UPCOMING EVENTS  To sign up or for more information about the training, visit: gohsep.la.gov/resources/training-events-schedule  
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June 4-5, 2019    MGT 310 Threat & Hazard ID, Risk Assessment & Stakeholder Preparedness Review - Gretna, Louisiana 

June 13, 2019    ICS 400 Advanced Incident Command System - West Monroe, Louisiana 

June 17-18, 2019   MGT 412 Sport & Special Event Evacuation Training & Exercise—Natchitoches, Louisiana 

June 18-20, 2019   ICS 300 Intermediate ICS for Expanding Incidents for Operational First Responders - New Orleans, Louisiana 

June 19, 2019    Emergency Repatriation Table Top Exercise - Baton Rouge, Louisiana  

June 26-27, 2019   AWR 167 Sport Event Risk Management - Grambling, Louisiana  

July 15– 19, 2019   Communications Training: Communications Unit Technician (COMT) - Gonzales, Louisiana  

July 30- Aug 1, 2019    ICS 300 Intermediate ICS & ICS 400 Advanced Incident Command System - Zachary, Louisiana  

Aug 6-8, 2019    Wide Area Search- Amite, Louisiana  

Aug 19, 2019   PER 294 Testing an Emergency Operations Plan in a Rural Emergency Operations Center - Eunice, Louisiana  

Oct 23-24, 2019   MGT 345 Disaster Management for Electric Power Systems - New Orleans, Louisiana 

Nov 4-5, 2019    Law Enforcement Prevention & Deterrence of Terrorist Acts - Scott, Louisiana 

Nov 5-7, 2019    PER 229 Intro to Computer-Aided Management of Emergency Operations (CAMEO) - Lake Charles, Louisiana  

Nov 13-14, 2019    MGT 317 Disaster Management for Public Services - New Orleans, Louisiana 

Dec 3-4, 2019    MGT-319 Medical Countermeasures: Point of Dispensing, Plan & Response - Monroe, Louisiana  

Dec 4-5, 2019    MGT 341 Disaster Preparedness for Hospitals & Healthcare Organizations - New Orleans, Louisiana 

 Arika Smith  

Senior Admin. Assistant (Public Assistance Management) 

 NEW AGENCY HIRES 

For questions or comments about the birthdays, contact: Tiffany Johnson - tiffany.l.johnson@la.gov  

Fayth Golden  

Admin. Assistant 2 (Facility Management)  

 

 UPCOMING STATE HOLIDAYS 

Independence Day - July 4, 2019 

Mike Steele 
(225) 925-3966 
mike.steele@la.gov 

Steven Burr 
(225) 925-7423 
steve.burr@la.gov 

 

 PROMOTIONS  

Dexter Ransom - Problem Resolution Officer (Public Assistance Closeout) 

Jill Ruth - Assistant Section Chief (Public Assistance Grants)  

Jessica Steinberg - Sr. Admin Assistant (Hazard Mitigation Management) 

Frederica Toussant - Closeout Specialist 1 ( Public Assistance Closeout) 

Chad LaBorde - Closeout Specialist 1 (Public Assistance Closeout) 

Vanetta Tasker - Closeout Specialist 1 (Public Assistance Closeout) 

Tyela O’Bear - Closeout Specialist 1 (Public Assistance Closeout) 

http://gohsep.la.gov/
http://gohsep.la.gov
http://GetAGamePlan.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/GOHSEP
http://gohsep.la.gov/RESOURCES/TRAINING-EVENTS-SCHEDULE
mailto:Tiffany.L.Johnson@la.gov
mailto:mike.steele@la.gov
mailto:mike.steele@la.gov

