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Samples of Press Releases

PRESS RELEASE
<<PARISH NAME>> PARISH POLICE IURY
For Immediate Release: <<DATE>>
For Media inquiries: <<PARISH PIO>>, <<PIO TITLE>>, <<PIO PHONE NUMBER>>
Process for Reburial of Caskets Displaced During August 2016 Flooding
Steps family members can lake to make reburial go smoothly
<<DATE>> - The <<RESPONSIBLE ENTITY>> is finalizing plans for reburial of caskets and vaults displaced by the catastrophic August 2016 flooding. <<RESPONSIBLE ENTITY>> officials have begun notifying families or next-of-kin for those caskets that have been positively identified, and this process make take several days.
The first step family members need to take is to register with FEMA for individual assistance to pay for reburial costs. Only one family member should register. If possible, it will be better if that family member has not already applied for individual assistance for residential home damage or rental assistance since maximum assistance amounts may apply. The family may register by <<FEMA IA NUMBER>>, by visiting www.disasterassistance.gov or in person at the FEMA Disaster Recovery Center at the <<DRC LOCATIONS>>.
After registering with FEMA, families will be required to obtain certificates and cost estimates from the <<RESPONSIBLE ENTITY>> and will need to approve that work proceed. Please be aware that funeral homes may not be able to handle the reburial due to the extent of damage and/or equipment required. The re-interment may not occur in a timely fashion.
Re-interment by the <<RESPONSIBLE ENTITY>> will be scheduled when funds from FEMA individual assistance are delivered to the <<RESPONSIBLE ENTITY>>. 
The process for releveling vaults that remained sealed but that were moved during the flood (i.e. handling of disturbed grave) will be the same as above. 
###
For media inquiries contact <<PARISH PIO>> at <<PIO PHONE NUMBER>>.


For lmmediate Release: <<DATE>>

For Media inquiries: <<PARISH PIO>>, <<PIO TITLE>>, <<PIO PHONE NUMBER>>
Local Agencies Continuing Casket Recovery Efforts in Flooded Areas

<<DATE>> The <<RESPONSIBLE ENTITY>> is performing the time-consuming and difficult
process of recovering and identifying caskets and burial vaults either damaged or disinterred
during the catastrophic river flooding event in August. So far <<NUMBER OF CASKETS/VAULTS>> have been recovered with more expected as individuals return to flooded areas.

Parish Public Works and Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness officials are
assisting the <<RESPONSIBLE ENTITY>> staffing the efforts.

Family members with knowledge of individuals buried at the affected cemeteries whose caskets
are missing are encouraged to register with the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) to begin the process in which individual assistance may be available. Family members
may call <<FEMA IA NUMBER>> or visit www.disasterassistance.qov

Family members of lost individuals are also asked to contact the <<RESPONSIBLE ENTITY>> at <<PHONE NUMBER>> to assist the <<RESPONSIBLE ENTITY>> in identifying caskets. Family members are encouraged to designate one local member of the family as a point of contact for the <<RESPONSIBLE ENTITY>>.

As individual caskets are identified, families will be contacted with further information. The
process may take some time as officials need to have complete certainty before families are
notified.

###

For media inquiries contact <<PARISH PIO>> at <<PIO PHONE NUMBER>>.


NOTE: The following letter will be provided by the Attorney General’s Office

September 19, 2016


	Rita Allen
St. Helena OEP Director
Police Jury Building
17911 Highway 43 North
Greensburg, LA 70441
	



Re: St. Helena Parish Cemetery Statuses

Dear Ms. Allen:

As you are aware, severe flooding in St. Helena Parish has resulted in the displacement of several caskets in area cemeteries. The Attorney General’s Lands and Natural Resources Section has investigated the land ownership of the following cemeteries affected by flood waters with subsequently displaced caskets: 

	Darlington Cemetery – 1427 Otis & Willie Matthews Road, Greensburg, LA
Killian Cemetery – 27994 LA-22, Springfield, LA	

Our search results indicate that all land is of private ownership and not located on state controlled lands. Therefore, no cemetery restoration is the obligation of the state or local government; but rather must be accomplished by private parties.

Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at (225) 326-6085 or seidemannr@ag.louisiana.gov. 

With best regards, I am,

				Very truly yours,

				JEFF LANDRY
				ATTORNEY GENERAL

   			    By:  _______________________________
				Ryan M. Seidemann
				Assistant Attorney General

JL/RMS/tp


NOTE: The following letter needs to be on Parish letterhead


September 19, 2016


Mr. Phil Boggan
Office of Historic Preservation
Capitol Annex Building
1051 North Third Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802

Re: St. Helena Parish Cemetery Flooding

Dear Mr. Boggan: 

As you are aware, severe flooding in St. Helena Parish has resulted in the displacement of several caskets in area cemeteries. Parish authorities are working to rectify the matter swiftly in order to proceed to the re-interment of the displaced remains. Below is a list of the cemeteries affected by flood waters: 

	Darlington Cemetery – 1427 Otis & Willie Matthews Road, Greensburg, LA
Killian Cemetery – 27994 LA-22, Springfield, LA

Please advise us of any concerns regarding the National Historic Preservation Act when dealing with the re-interment of caskets in these cemeteries.

Sincerely, 



NOTE: This letter will come from the Louisiana Cemetery Board

September 19, 2016

Rita Allen
St. Helena OEP Director
Police Jury Building
17911 Highway 43 North
Greensburg, LA 70441	
Re: Cemetery Statuses
Dear Ms. Allen:
As you are aware, severe flooding in St. Helena Parish has resulted in the displacement of several caskets in area cemeteries. The Louisiana Cemetery Board has documentation of these cemeteries and can assert that the statuses of the cemeteries are associations and community cemeteries. In that regard, Louisiana law places the responsibility to reinter displaced caskets on the individual family members of the deceased, not the cemeteries. This is only applicable to the following cemeteries in St. Helena Parish at this time:
	None at this time.
Additionally, the below cemeteries are not licensed by the Louisiana Cemetery Board. Therefore, we have not documentation to determine whether or not they are operating on privately-owned property.  
	Darlington Cemetery – 1427 Otis & Willie Matthews Road, Greensburg, LA
Killian Cemetery – 27994 LA-22, Springfield, LA
Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at (504) 838-5267 or lmccann@lcb.state.la.us. 
With best regards, 
LOUISIANA CEMETERY BOARD


Lucy L. McCann
Director

NOTE: This is the Cost Estimate prepared by the Contractor

Name of Responsible 
Party (Applicant):  __________________ Name of Deceased: ____________________

Case No.: _____________________	Name of Cemetery: _____________________


ESTIMATE FOR REINTERMENT COSTS (<<FEMA DISASTER #>>) (Note 1)


	Casket / Container Purchase					$   

	Disposal of Old Casket						$     

Burial Vault (Note 2)							$        
	
Gravesite Activities (Note 3) 						$   

	Forensic Services							$        
			
	Total Estimate for Re-interment Costs				$ 		



Note 1 – All re-interment activity will be performed by the <<RESPONSIBLE ENTITY>>. <<OPTIONAL>> Local funeral homes will donate the use of hearses and funeral directors’ time.
Note 2 - If burial vault is damaged during the re-interment process, then the cost of a replacement burial vault will be <<COST>>.  A supplemental claim will be made in the event it is determined that a burial vault is needed during the re-interment process.  If a dollar amount is presented above, then a determination has already been made that the burial vault was damaged by the disaster.
Note 3 – Gravesite activities include but are not limited to the following: removing vault from ground if present, performing necessary dirt work, placing casket in vault, resetting vault in ground, resealing vault lid, and releveling grave.


_______________________________________		__________________________
<<RESPONSIBLE ENTITY>>					Date Signed
 Authorized Representative	
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