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July 1, 2014


Honorable Bobby Jindal
Governor of Louisiana
P.O. Box 94004
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9004

Dear Governor Jindal:

In accordance with L.R.S. 29:725.6, and on behalf of the Regional Directors, I am pleased to submit this report on the activities of the Regional Parish Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness Parish Directors Subcommittee (Regional Directors Subcommittee).  The Regional Directors’ Subcommittee scheduled monthly meetings during this time period covered January 1, 2014 through June 30, 2014.  A brief description of topics covered follows:


GOHSEP Update:
· GOHSEP Director Kevin Davis discussed DHS’ recent announcement that, for the 2014 state grant allocations, Louisiana will receive a 5% increase in EMPG (Emergency Management Performance Grant) funding as well as a 15% increase in SHSP (State Homeland Security Program) funding. 
· The New Orleans UASI Region 1 (Urban Areas Security Initiative) will be a recipient of 2014 UASI grants.

Grant Updates: 
· GOHSEP Chief of Staff, Christina Dayries, referred to grant and de-obligation handouts indicating that GOHSEP recently de-obligated $37,629.58 in FY12 EMPG funding from various parishes. After discussion among the Regional Directors, they approved to allocate the funding towards interoperability projects. 
· The Regional Directors Subcommittee recommended to the First Responders Subcommittee to allocate the FY11 SHSP de-obligated funding in amount of $13,730.75 toward interoperability projects. 
· Mrs. Dayries reviewed funding allocations for the EMPG FY14 for the parishes. After discussion on the various options, the subcommittee recommended to the GOHSEP Director that the parishes receive a $25,000 base allocation and the remaining funding be allocated on population. 

LEPC Workshops:
· LEPC (Local Emergency Planning Committee) workshops were conducted throughout the state on May 20th, May 21st, and May 23rd.  An additional workshop is schedule For August 2014.

Training & Exercise:
· There was a State level exercise at the State EOC on April 2-3. This involved representatives from various state agencies responding to emergency scenarios under GOHSEP guidance and coordination. 

Recovery:
· The Regional Directors were informed of changes in Public Assistance and Hazard Mitigation Grant Administration. 
· Regional Directors were made aware of three areas that potentially trigger project closeout audits:
· Proper Documentation
· Compliance with elevation requirements
· Project management firm selection

We appreciate your continued support of our efforts!
 
Respectfully,
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Sandy Davis
Chairman, Regional Directors Subcommittee 
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