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Regular Session, 2008 ACT NO. 797 ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 788

BY SENATORWALSWORTHAND REPRESENTATIVESHINES, LEGER, LORUSSO,
RICHMOND AND WHITE

AN ACT
Toenact R.S. 29:723(7), (8), (9), (10), (11) and (12) and 725.3 through 725.6, relative to the
Governor's Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness; to provide
for definitions; to providefor the creation of the office of interoperability; to provide
for an assistant deputy director of interoperability; to establish the interoperability
subcommittee, regional parish office of emergency preparedness directors
committee, and first responders committee under the Unified Command Group to
design, construct, administer, and maintain a statewide communications
interoperability plan for first responders and to design, construct, administer, and
maintain a statewide interoperability plan; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 29:723(7), (8), (9), (10), (11) and (12) and 725.3 through 725.6 are
hereby enacted to read as follows:
§723. Definitions
Asused in this Chapter:

* * *

(7) "First responders' means the first arriving organized responders

with the capability and mission to contain, mitigate, and r esolvethe emer gency

at hand.

(8) " Inter oper ability" meanstheability of two or moresystemsor their

components to exchange infor mation and to use the infor mation exchanged.

(9) " Inter oper ability for public safety" meanstheability for emer gency

services and public safety agenciesto talk to one another via communications

systemsand shar einfor mation with oneanother accur ately, on demand, in real

time, when needed, and when authorized, regar dless of the device used.
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(10) " Statewideinter oper ability plan” meansshort-term and long-term

statewide plans for interoperability for communications and infor mation

sharing needed during an emergency and adopted by the state Unified

Command Group.

(11) " Statewide communications interoperability plan for first

responders' means a statewide shared communications system for first

responder swith theability totransport and r eceivevoice, data, imageand video

infor mation adopted by theinter operability subcommittee.

(12) " State Unified Command Group" or "UCG" means the group

which isestablished by executive order of the gover nor to bring senior officials

within the gover nor's office and cabinet secretariesor their designeestogether

with a common obj ective of effectively managing an incident and ensuring that

regardless of thenumber of agenciesor jurisdictionsinvolved, all decisionswill

bebased upon mutually agr eed upon obj ectiveswith thegover nor astheunified

commander.

8725.3. Officeof interoperability; legidative findings; declaration of intent

A combination of law enforcement, public safety |leaders, health and

emergency medical staff interests, technology and communication managers

and technicians, vendor s of communication systems, public officials, and state

and federal agencies are all needed to address the complexities of

communications interoperability in this state. The creation of the office of

inter oper ability isnot toidentify asinglesolution, but toidentify and implement

interoperability solutions that are always available and can be accessed

statewide. Solutionsareneeded for a secur eand inter oper ablecommunications

system accessible to public safety agencies and personnel, first responders,

decision makers, and the public, allowing for clear and efficient exchange of

voice, data, image, and videoinfor mation during day-to-day oper ations, natur al

disaster s, emer gency response situations, and terrorist attacks.

§725.4. Office of inter operability: creation and authority
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Theofficeof inter oper ability isestablished within the Gover nor 'sOffice

of Homeland Security and Emer gency Preparedness. The office shall havethe

authority to over see, dir ect, and manageinter oper ability programsand efforts

identified in the statewide interoperability plan and the statewide

communicationsinter oper ability plan for first respondersin coor dination with

local, state, and federal officials. The office shall address critical

inter operability issues relating to public safety and emergency response,

includingcommunications, spectrum, networ ks, equipment, training, and other

areas as needs areidentified.

§725.5. Assistant deputy director of interoper ability

A. Theofficeof inter oper ability shall be headed by an assistant deputy

director of interoperability who shall be in the unclassified service. The

assistant deputy director may delegate authority to such designees or to any

governmental body as the assistant deputy director may deem appropriate

within the limitations of state and federal laws, rules, and regulations. The

assistant deputy director of interoperability may promulgate rules and

regulationsto carry out the provisions of R.S. 29:725.1 through 725.5.

B. The assistant deputy director of interoperability shall work in

conjunction with the state Unified Command Group and interoperability

subcommittee to develop, implement, and maintain a Secure interagency

communication acrossjurisdictional and geogr aphic boundariesto enableend

user sto access authorized infor mation when and how they need it asidentified

in_the statewide interoperability plan and statewide communications

interoper ability plan for first responders.

C. The assistant deputy director of interoperability shall perform the

following functions:

(1) Serve as chairman of theinter oper ability subcommittee.

(2) Serve asthe state liaison for inter oper ability.

(3) Administer the statewide interoperability plan and statewide

communicationsinter oper ability plan for fir st respondersin coor dination with
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the chief infor mation officer or hisdesignee.

(4) Partner with local, state, and feder al officials to achieve emer gency

response interoperability in every parish throughout the state.

(5) Leverageexistinglocal, state, and feder al efforts, includingassetsand

resources, to ensure better coordination and accountability for activities

including but not limited to resear ch and development, testing and evaluation,

standar ds, technical assistance, training, and funding for inter oper ability.

(6) Support the creation of inter oper ability standards.

(7) Submit recommendations to the legislature relative to any changes

in_state law necessary to remove barriers to achieving communications

inter oper ability.

§725.6. State Unified Command Group

A. Thestate Unified Command Group, hereinreferredtoas" UCG," is

hereby established and shall be composed of the members established by

executiveorder of thegovernor. TheUCG isthestrategic decision making body

for _emergencies in the state with the governor serving as the unified

commander. The complex array of traditional and emerging threats and

hazards demands the application of a unified and coordinated approach to

emer gency incident management not only during emer gencies but during day-

to-day oper ations of state gover nment.

B.(1) The UCG shall hold meetings quarterly other than during a state

declared emergency and at such times as the chairman deems necessary,

beginning September, 2008.

(2) Totheextent per mitted by and in accordancewith R.S. 44:1 et seq.,

each officer, board, commission, council, department, or agency of state

gover nment, and each political subdivision of the state shall make available all

facts, records, information, and datarequested by the UCG and cooper atewith

the UCG in carrying out the functionsimposed by this Section.

(3) Theroles, duties, and activitiesof the UCG shall include, but arenot

limited to, the following:
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(a) Submitting recommendations to the legislature relative to any

changesin statelaw necessary to remove barriersto achieving the goals of the

UCG.

(b) Establishing a comprehensive statewide interoper ability plan for

short-term and long-term initiatives.

(c) Submitting a semi-annual report to the governor and entities

involved in thestatewideplan by January fir st and July fir st of each year which

includes a copy of the current or revised statewide inter oper ability plan.

(d) Re-prioritizinginitiativesin thestatewideplan, asneeded, to addr ess

immediate communication needsin cases of emergencies or disasters.

(e) Centralizing coordination among multiple agencies, including local,

state, and federal.

(4) The UCG may adopt rules and proceduresfor its operation.

(5)(a) The UCG is authorized to apply for, contract for, receive, and

expend for its purposes any appropriation or grant from the state, its political

subdivisions, the federal government, or any other public or private source.

(b) TheUCG shall allocatethefundsaccordingtotheinitiativesset forth

in the statewide communicationsinter oper ability plan for first respondersand

statewide inter oper ability plan.

(c) The UCG shall have oversight in reviewing the spending of federal

funds and additional sources of funding earmarked for interoperability to

optimizetheinvestment and resour ces needed in planning, implementing, and

maintaining a statewide inter oper ability plan.

(6) There shall be three permanent subcommittees of the UCG as

provided for in this Paragraph. In addition, the UCG may establish other

subcommittees as it deems advisable and feasible. Except as provided in

Subpar agr aph (a) of this Paragraph, only the UCG may take official action.

(a)(i) An" inter oper ability subcommittee" isher eby established and shall

be composed of the following members:

(1) Assistant deputy director of interoperability, or his designee.
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(2) Commissioner of the Division of Administration, or his designee.

(3) Adjutant General of the L ouisiana National Guard, or hisdesignee.

(4) President of the L ouisiana Sheriffs Association, I nc., or hisdesignee.

(5) President of the L ouisiana Association of Chiefsof Palice, I nc., or his

designee.

(6) President of the L ouisiana Fire Chiefs Association, or his designee.

(7) Chair of the regional parish homeland security and emergency

prepar edness dir ector s committee, or his designee.

(8) The deputy secretary of the Department of Public Safety and

Corrections, public safety services, or_his designee.

(9) Executivedirector of the Gover nor's Office of I ndian Affairs, or his

designee.

(10) A representative  of the Association of Public-Safety

Communications Officials.

(11) A representative of the L ouisiana Ambulance Alliance.

(12) Onerepresentative from each of the nine GOHSEP regions. The

initial representatives shall be designated by the executive order. Thereafter,

the representatives shall be designated pursuant to a selection procedure

determined by the inter oper ability subcommittee.

(ii) Theroles, duties, and activitiesof thesubcommitteeshall include, but

arenot limited to:

(1) Designing, constructing, and assisting in _administering and

maintaining a_statewide communications interoperability plan for first

responder swith theability totransport and r eceivevoice, data, imageand video

information during day-to-day operations, natural disasters, emergency

response situations, and terrorist attacks.

(2) Leveraging thetechnical expertise of the committee and third-party

resources to develop and approve procedural requirements and technical

requirementstoimplement thestatewidecommunicationsinter oper ability plan

for first responders.
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(3) Coordinating inter operability issues with emergency alert services,

911 services, 211 services, integrated criminal justice systems, as well as

identifying other systemswhich may need to be addr essed by the committee.

(4) Establishing advisory subcommitteesfor specific issues.

(5) Submitting a semi-annual report tothegovernor and tothe UCG by

January first and July fir st of each year which includesa copy of thecurrent or

revised statewide communications inter oper ability plan for first responders.

(6) Recommending additions or deletions to the UCG on the statewide

inter oper ability plan, but shall have no authority to change the plan.

(iii) The chairman of the subcommittee shall be the assistant deputy

director of interoperability. All remaining officer sshall be elected by and from

the member ship of the subcommittee.

(iv) M ember s of thesubcommitteeshall beentitled to bereimbursed for

actual expenses for travel consistent with allowances for state classified

employees and approved by the chairman of the subcommittee, if funding is

available.

(v) The subcommittee shall meet at regular intervals at the direction of

the chair man.

(b)(i) A " fir st responder ssubcommittee" ishereby established and shall

be composed of the following members:

(1) President of the L ouisiana Sheriffs Association, I nc., or hisdesignee.

(2) President of the L ouisiana Association of Chiefsof Palice, I nc., or his

designee.

(3) President of the L ouisiana Fire Chiefs Association, or his designee.

(4) Chair of the Regional Parish Homeland Security and Emergency

Prepar edness Dir ectors Committee, or his designee.

(5) Statefiremarshal, or hisdesignee.

(6) The deputy secretary of the Department of Public Safety and

Corrections, public safety services, or_his designee.

(7) The director of the Governor's Office of Homeland Security and
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Emergency Prepar edness, or hisdesignee.

(ii)Theroles, duties, and activities of thesubcommitteeshall include, but

arenot limited to:

(1) Planning and advising on issuesidentified by the Governor's Office

of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness and the UCG regarding

first responders.

(2) Establishing advisory subcommitteesfor specific issues.

(3) Submitting a semi-annual report to the gover nor and tothe UCG by

January first and July first of each year.

(iii) The chairman of the subcommittee shall be appointed by the

director of the Governor's Office of Homeland Security and Emergency

Preparedness. All remaining officers shall be elected by and from the

member ship of the subcommittee.

(iv) M ember s of thesubcommittee shall beentitled to bereimbur sed for

actual expenses for travel consistent with allowances for state classified

employees and approved by the chairman of the subcommittee, if funding is

available.

(v) The subcommittee shall meet at regular intervals at the direction of

the chair man.

(c)(i) A "regional parish OEP parish director ssubcommittee" ishereby

established and shall be composed of the following members:

(1) Each regional parish office of emer gency preparednessdirector, or

his designee.

(2) The director of the Governor's Office of Homeland Security and

Emergency Prepar edness, or hisdesignee.

(ii) Theroles, duties, and activitiesof thesubcommitteeshall include, but

arenot limited to:

(1) Planning and advising on strategic emer gency management issues

from aregional perspective.

(2) Establishing advisory subcommitteesfor specific issues.
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(3) Submitting a semi-annual report to the gover nor and tothe UCG by

January first and July first of each year.

(iii) The chairman of the subcommittee and remaining officer s shall be

elected by and from the member ship of the subcommitteeon arotational basis

established by the subcommittee.

(iv) Member sof thesubcommittee shall beentitled to bereimbursed for

actual expenses for travel consistent with allowances for state classified

employees and approved by the chairman of the subcommittee, if funding is

available.

(v) The subcommittee shall meet at regular intervals at the dir ection of

the chair man.

(7) The UCG may recommend additions or deletions to the

interoperability subcommittee on the statewide communications

interoper ability plan for first responders, but shall haveno authority to change

the system.
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA
APPROVED:
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