
PURPOSE OF THIS PUBLICATION: This resource is intended to provide information to help guide a Parish through a Hazard Mitigation Plan update. 
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hazard mitigation (HM) 
10 steps of a 12-MONTH planning timeline

planning grants

A Hazard Mitigation (HM) Plan . . . 

 Articulates the Planning Process. 

 Includes a Risk Assessment.

 Identifies Mitigation Strategies.

 Provides for Plan Maintenance.

 Requires Plan Adoption.

Planning activities funded under the big 3 are designed to develop State, Federally recognized Tribal and local mitigation plans that 
meet the planning requirements outlined in 44 CFR Part 201. For Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA), funds shall only be used to support 
the flood hazard portion of State, Federally recognized Tribal or local mitigation plans to meet the criteria specified in 44 CFR Part 201. 
FMA funds are only available to support these activities in communities participating in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).

•	 When possible GOHSEP provides funding for updates, however it is the jurisdictions’ 
responsibility to update their plan whether funding is available or not.

•	 Parish (local) plans are due every five (5) years.
•	 New plans may require a longer development timeline. 

the big 3



The following documents were used in the development of this tool and are valuable resources for the instructors and for State and local 
governments:

•	 The Local Mitigation Planning Handbook. http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/31598?id=7209

•	 FEMA, Local Mitigation Plan Review Guide, October 2011. http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/23194?id=4859

•	 44 CFR Parts 201, Hazard Mitigation Planning and Hazard Mitigation Grant Program and 206, Federal Disaster Assistance, February 
2002, updated October 1, 2002 and October 28, 2003. http://www.ecfr.gov/

•	 American Planning Association and FEMA, Planning for Post-Disaster Recovery and Reconstruction, Planning Advisory Service Report 
Number 483/484 and FEMA 421. http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2147?id=1558

•	 Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, Public Law 106-390. http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/4596?id=1935

•	 The Consolidated Appropriations Resolution, 2003, P.L. 108-7. http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-108publ7/pdf/PLAW-108publ7.pdf

•	 FEMA, Planning for a Sustainable Future, FEMA 364, 2003. http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2110?id=1541

•	 FEMA, Rebuilding for a More Sustainable Future, FEMA 365, November 2000. http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/767?id=1429

•	 FEMA, Getting Started: Building Support for Mitigation Planning, FEMA 386-1, September 2002. http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/

documents/4195?id=1867

•	 FEMA, Understanding Your Risks: Identifying Hazards and Estimating Losses, FEMA 386-2, August 2001. http://www.fema.gov/media-library/

assets/documents/4241?id=1880

•	 FEMA, Developing the Mitigation Plan: Identifying Mitigation Actions and Implementation Strategies, FEMA 386-3, March 2003. http://
www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/4267?id=1886

•	 FEMA, Bringing the Plan to Life: Implementing the Hazard Mitigation Plan, FEMA 386-4, August 2003. http://www.fema.gov/media-library/

assets/documents/4283?id=1887

•	 FEMA, Using Benefit-Cost Review In Mitigation Planning, FEMA 386-5, June 2007. http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/

documents/10210?id=2680

•	 FEMA, Integrating Historic Property and Cultural Resource Considerations Into Hazard Mitigation Planning, FEMA 386-6, May 2005. 
http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/4317?id=1892

•	 FEMA, Integrating Manmade Hazards into Mitigation Planning, FEMA 386-7, September 2003. http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/

documents/4528?id=1915

•	 FEMA, Multi-Jurisdictional Mitigation Planning, FEMA 386-8, August 2006. http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/4481?id=1905

Useful FEMA planning-related references.
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